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that the attack had grown hopeless had failed to advance,

said that Pickett's men were left to continue the charge

alone. Then he recites the advance of the Virginians, their

leaping the breast-Avorks and planting their standards on the

captured guns w^th shouts of victory. And he goes on,

"]^ow was the time that they, (the supporting columns)

should have come to the aid of their victorious comrades ; but,

alas ! Heth's division which had behaved with great gallantry

two days before, had not been able to face the terrible fire of

the Federal lines; whilst the other supports were too remote

to afford timely relief. . . . On every side the enemy closed

in on Pickett's Brigades concentrating on them the fire of

every gun on that part of the line."

Colonel Alexander wrote, "As soon as it was clear that

Pickett was "gone up" I ceased firing, saving what little

ammunition was left for fear of an advance by the enemy.

About this time General Lee came up to our guns alone and

remained there half an hour or more speaking to Pickett's

men as they came straggling back and encouraging them to

form again in the first cover they could find. A little before

this Heth's division under Pettigrew^ had been advanced, also,

but I cannot recall the moment or the place where I saw them,

but only the impression on my mind as the men passed us

that the charge must surely be some misapprehension of or-

ders, as the circumstances at the moment made it utterly im-

possible that it could accomplish anything and I thought what

a pity it was that so many of them were about being saerified

in vain. It was intended, I believe, that Pettigrew should sup-

port Pickett's right fiank, but the distance that had to be tra-

versed in the charge got such an interval between the two that

Pickett's force was spent and his division disintegrated l)efore

Pettigrew's got under close fire." And what General Lee

said in his olficial report must also be added. He there said,

"Owing to this fact (the lack of artillery su]iport) whicli was

unknown to me when the assault took place the enemy was

enabled to throw a strong force of infantry against our left;

already wavering under a concentrated fire of artiller^' from

the ridge in front and from Cemetery Hill on the left, it

finally gave way, and the right, after penetrating the enemy's

lines, entering his advanced works, and capturing souie of


